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Background

• 2 Opencast Coal Mines

• 11 Underground Coal Mines

• Located near Sasolburg in the Free 

State and Secunda in Mpumalanga 

• Extending over 60 x 60 kilometers

• Have commenced with closure 

applications for 4 defunct mines
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Location
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Location
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Right of Way connection
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Financial provision

• Annual provision

• Final provision

• Latent risks
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Financial provision
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Decommissioning and rehabilitation 
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Decommissioning and rehabilitation 
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Risk assessment
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Surface Water
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Groundwater

To: SMRD Our Ref: SIMC/PW17/06/03

Financial Department

From: Chris Scheppel

Mine Closure Manager

Property: Meter nr: Quota:
Previous 

Reading:

Current 

Reading:

Usage above quota
Amount owed:(@ 

R20.93 p/kl):

Boschbank 12 ptn 3 16 135 933 933 0 R 0.00

Boschbank 12 ptn 2 43 375 626 688 0 R 0.00

Gouverneurskraal

Weltevreden 49 0 71747 72859 1112 R 23 274.16

Beginsel

R 23 274.16

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Borehole Property W/L depth B/H depth Comment Action

BG 1 = SPB 6 Beginsel 310 Pumping equipment preventing access Remove for testing

BG 2 Beginsel 310 22.37 35 Diameter too small for testing Re-drill hole

BG 3 Beginsel 310 21.66 24 Diameter too small for testing Re-drill hole

BG 4 Weltevreden 182 Borehole is blocked Re-drill hole

BG 6 Weltevreden 182 14.2 Equiped with non operational windpump Remove for testing

BG 7 Weltevreden 182 Equiped with functional windpump Operational

Compiled by: Approved by:

Piet van Wyk Chris Scheppel

Foreman Mine Closure Manager

Statement for Water Usage

Potable water usage for the month of June 2017  for L Erasmus

To: SMRD Our Ref: SIMC/PW17/06/04

Financial Department

From: Chris Scheppel

Mine Closure Manager

Property: Meter nr: Quota:
Previous 

Reading:
Current Reading:

Usage above 

quota

Amount owed:(@ 

R20.93 p/kl):

Clifton 22 360 609 685 0 R 0.00

Zaaiplaats 29 708 712

Brakkuil 30 81059 81739 575 R 12 034.75

31 360 4511 4748

Alice Dale 37 87 101

R 12 034.75

Borehole Property W/L depth B/H depth Comment Action

BP 1 = SPB 4 Brakkuil 401 19.83 105 Suitable for domestic and livestock 0.7 l/s,  Active hole

BP 2 = SPB 3 Brakkuil 401 11.17 20 Yielding to low for pumping Drill deeper

BP 3 = SPB 2 Brakkuil 401 15.99 37 Suitable for domestic and livestock 0.35 l/s, Active hole

BP 5 =SPB 1 Zaaiplaats 203 Borehole dry Investigate new hole

BP 6 = SPB 26 Zaaiplaats 203 Borehole blocked Re-drill hole

BP 7 = SPB 25 Zaaiplaats 203 19.98 60 Yielding to low for pumping

Clifton No boreholes Investigate to drill hole

Alicedale No boreholes Investigate to drill hole

Compiled by: Approved by:

Piet van Wyk Chris Scheppel

Foreman Mine Closure Manager

Statement for Water Usage

Potable water usage for the month of June 2017  for D Strydom

Meter 22

Meter 29

Meter 30

Meter 31

Meter 37
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Groundwater
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Groundwater
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Groundwater
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Groundwater
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Land Use
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Infrastructure
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Infrastructure
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Infrastructure
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Infrastructure
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Health and Safety



24

Current issues / Lessons learnt
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Legislation changes

• Legal undermining before legislation came into effect

• Retrospective?

• Legal opinions vary

• R1147 when and what?
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Regulators

• Slow process

• High employee turnaround

• Political agenda’s

• Subjective opinions

• Agree on threshold 
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Stakeholder engagement
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Document management
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Conclusion

• Planning for the end

• Saving short term costs

• Do not incentivise liabilities

• Address liabilities in operational phase

• Do not underestimate proper land and environmental management

• GIS 

• Proper documentation / filing practices

• Relationships open gates
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Questions/Comments?
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